CHAPTER SIX

BRANCHING OUT
WITH     KNAPSACKS     ON     THEIR     BACKS,
Carnegie, John Vandevort and Henry Phipps (the
latter a last minute addition to the party) tramped
through England and Scotland and made the Grand
Tour of the Continent from the fall of 1865 to the
spring of 1866. They visited most of the capitals of
Europe and had a whale of a holiday, climbing moun-
tains, attending concerts, inspecting cathedrals and
rollicking in lighter ways. They played pranks, and while
the beer tankards rattled upon tavern tables, sang: "For
We Are Boys, Merry, Merry Boys Together!"
Carnegie was the merriest of the merry boys. None
so bold as the bearded little Scot in chucking a barmaid
under the chin or inviting a flirtation with a passing
lady of the evening. His more timid companions were
awed by his amorous conquests.
Merry Andrew felt that he had richly earned the holi-
day. For, before flinging off to Europe, he had accom-
plished a most notable commercial coup: formation of
the Keystone Bridge Company. Without dipping ap-
preciably into his growing reservoir of cash, he had
brought together a combination of practical bridge
builders and railroad men. He had induced both
President J. Edgar Thomson and Vice-President
Thomas A* Scott to place the enormous prestige of the
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